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July 1, 2022

Commissioners Elsner, Douglas and Mitchell,

I am writing to you in my capacity as President of the Platte Canyon Area Chamber of Commerce. Our chamber covers the businesses located in Bailey, Shawnee, and a portion of Pine. Our businesses need broadband service desperately. 

Internet access is a large and ongoing issue for all our brick-and-mortar businesses. The only internet access currently is CenturyLink for our businesses. The service provided by CenturyLink is less than adequate on a regular basis. There are times throughout the year when there is no internet from CenturyLink and the outages can sometimes last for multiple days. Currently, CenturyLink is not doing any upgrades to systems currently in place. With the speed of technology advances, this is unacceptable. 

As technology has progressed, credit card usage by consumers is nearly 100%. All the businesses in downtown Bailey are dependent on the tourist dollar with the peak of tourism being during the summer. When the internet goes down, businesses are not able to use their credit card machines and many consumers do not have the cash in their wallets to purchase items. This is causing our businesses to suffer economically and has an impact on sales tax being collected which should be a concern to you as the Commissioners of Park County.

Broadband service for our business community would allow them to generate revenue consistently and not be at the mercy of CenturyLink. Tourists to our community would be satisfied in knowing they can make all the purchases they desire. It is important that the Bailey area be as technologically advanced as the other towns we compete with for tourist dollars along the 285 corridor.

The businesses of the Platte Canyon Area of Commerce ask that you assist in providing broadband to our community.

Regards

Robb Green

Robb Green
President, Platte Canyon Area Chamber of Commerce
Robbgreen@mac.com
303.885.2924
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